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A joint project with The Sam Scorer Gallery and Bishop Grosseteste University College Lincoln

This is a unique exhibition for Lincoln of the works of Peter Peri, émigré artist, including
sculptures, etchings, drawings and designs for wall murals for schools, and represent works not
usually accessible to the public. Works by Peri currently on show can be seen at Tate Modern and
Leeds City Art Gallery, with works in The British Museum and The Henry Moore Institute, Leeds.

Independently curated, this exhibition is a reassessment of this prolific artist, whose work
demonstrates / represents the breadth of studio practice of one person, using both traditional and
innovative experimental materials and methods.

In 1948, the Artists International Association Gallery put on an exhibition simply entitled, People by
Peri; the exhibition showed Peri’s ‘little people’, small, ordinary figures doing everyday things. But the
title of this exhibition reflects the main body of Peri’'s work, which puts ‘people’ at its very core, and it is
no less relevant to the works in this exhibition than it was then.

In Peri’'s work, putting his art ‘at the service of (these) people’ meant not abstract ideals, but
putting those very people at the heart of his work. Revolution was not via the grand monument,
but the common people: standing, leaning, embracing, and playing.

His use of concrete resulted from his experimentation with new materials. The concrete and resin
mix, applied over a wire framework, had to be kept wet while working - but there is no doubt that it
gives his work a sense of immediacy and energy. There is, however, also a sense that this rough,
ordinary material could be part of the everyday fabric of a place in a way that the materials of
‘high art’ could not.

Peter Peri - 1899-1967: From a Jewish family, Peri was an active communist in Budapest, Hungary,
‘till 1920. He moved to Paris then Berlin, 1920 — 1933, working with the Der Sturm group of abstract
experimental artists. He came to London in 1933 and spent WW2 with Camden Rescue Service. He
was a founder member of Artists’ International Association, which aimed at promoting peace and
preventing fascism. He later joined The Society of Friends. The 1950’s post-war regeneration and
building projects provided an opportunity for Peri to create works for the ‘service of people’, through
commissions for schools. He was commissioned by Stuart Mason, Director of Education for
Leicestershire, for a series of low relief wall murals for its many new schools.

This exhibition coincides with the end of the school exam period and the beginning of the school
holidays and Is accompanied by a programme of talks, workshops and other events, open to
individuals and families. Visit Sam Scorer Gallery www.samscorergallery.co.uk for update of dates
and details.

Opening times: Daily 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. (except for Mondays) with late evening opening on
Thursdays: 10.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m.

The Sam Scorer Gallery, 5 Drury Lane, Lincoln LN1 3BN, Telephone: 01522 589899
For further information contact Cilla Chapman at cilla.chapman@bishopg.ac.uk
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